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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 DJIBOU 00196 171624Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 10-13 ISO-OO PM-05 NSC-05 
SP-02 SS-15 L-03 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-01 
/087 W 

071826 171644Z/53 

PR 170745ZFEB 78 

FM AMEMBASSY DJIBOUTI 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 655 

INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 

AMEMBASSY CAIRO 

AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

AMEMB 

SSY MOGADISCIO 112 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
USMISSION USUN NY 
USMISSION NATO 
SECDEF 
USCINCEUR 
CINCUSNAVEUR 
CINCPAC 
CINCPACFLT 
COMIDEASTFOR 
USS DAVIS 

CONFIDENTIAL DJIBOUTI 196 

NOFORN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MILL MOPS, SA, SO, FR 

SUB J : FRENCH ARMS IN SOMALIA 

1 . CHARGE WAS PRESENT THIS WEEK AT DISCUSSION BETWEEN FRENCH 
AMBASSADOR BASTOUIL AND FRENCH MILITARY ATTACHE COLONEL GETTO 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 DJIBOU 00196 171624Z 

IN WHICH THEY AGREED THAT SOMALIS WOULD BENEFIT LITTLE FROM 
RECENT TRANSFER 12 FRENCH-BUILT AMX-30 TANKS FROM SAUDI 
ARABIA. THE TWO FRENCH DIPLOMATS INDICATED THAT MAINTENANCE OF 
DRIVE TRAIN ESPECIALLY CLUTCH AND GEAR SYSTEM WOULD REQUIRE 
HIGHER LEVEL OF TECHNOLOGY AND CONTINUING MAINTENANCE THAN 
SOMALIS, UNFAMILIAR WITH THIS WEAPON, WOULD REASONABLY BE 
EXPECTED TO EXERCISE. 
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2. THIS BRIEF EXCHANGE PROVIDED NO INDICATION LENGTH OF TIME 
TANKS IN SOMALIA OR THEIR LOCATION. 

CLARKE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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